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Reflections from the Coordinator
of CURE
Dr. Rhonda Sofer, April 26, 2019
CURE is a curriculum reform program of an ERASMUS+ Capacity Building Project aimed to
develop and promote Active Civic Education and Democracy in teacher training programs in Israel
and in Georgia. The program’s selection was in July 2016 and oﬃcially began on October 15, 2016.
Originally a 3 year program, program was extended until March 30, 2020 so that we could be able
to complete our Special Mobility Strand which was delayed a whole year due to circumstances that
were not in our control. Seventeen diﬀerent institutions from six diﬀerent countries are members
of our consortium with around 60 faculty members and students participating actively in diﬀerent
parts of the program. You can visit our website to learn more about our program: https://
cure.erasmus-plus.org.il/ .
I have the privilege of being the coordinator of CURE . Our program is innovative as it not only
focuses on developing and implementing 5 diﬀerent courses (that can be accessed through our
website) but also through integrating innovative and engaged pedagogy within the content of
teaching these courses. These pedagogical methods reflect the expertise of our European
partners and include Value and Knowledge Education, Community/Service/Problem/Project Based
Learning; Using of Public Spaces to promote community values; Integrating Technology and
Pedagogy; and auto/biographical and narrative enquiry for nurturing active citizenship,
sustainability and democratic sensibilities. These innovative pedagogical methods were not only
“presented” in our consortium meetings, but most importantly, through the Special Mobility
Strand, faculty members of our institutions were able to benefit from intensive training which
provides them with the knowledge and skills to train others at their home institutions. Thus a
whole program of “train the trainers” is set up with those faculty participating in the SMS program
gaining skills to provide workshops and mentoring sessions to other members of their institution.
CURE’s program is also innovative and dynamic with the creation of Centers for Social and Civic
Involvement in our Israeli and Georgian Universities and Colleges which complement our
courses.
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These centers are the “hub” of student activities which promote community involvement within
and beyond our institutes as well as raise the awareness of civic involvement within our
institutions.
In addition to courses, SMS “train the trainer programs” and the creation of the Centers for Social
and Civic Involvement, CURE’s program includes our special units or departments for continuing
education for in-service teachers.
Thus in-service teachers are receiving workshops which
provide them with the knowledge and the tools to create “small civic clubs” and/or community
activities in their own schools and classrooms. This program links our institutions to the
community of schools in our region.
Being the coordinator of this dynamic program that involves a large consortium and number of
participants is a challenging task. However, this task is shared through the “Culture of
Collaboration” which reflects how the partners contribute to this program.
This culture of
collaboration is based on the principles of diversity management, which I have described in an
earlier handbook (Sofer, 2015) and more recently in an upcoming journal publication (Sofer 2020).
In CURE, the processes of diversity management which contribute to our achievements include
empowering members of the consortium to take on leadership tasks and sharing these leadership
tasks among competent and commitment members. It is also based on the process of promoting
“collaborative” work in which members from diﬀerent institutions and countries work together.
CURE’s consortium is characterized by this “inclusive” manner of working together, in which all
members have an active role and responsibility in the diﬀerent and dynamic aspects of the
program, from project design, course development, faculty training, integrating courses within the
curriculum, teaching, community and civic activities, establishing the centers for Social and Civic
Involvement and more. This “Culture of Collaboration” and support which I receive from
CURE’s consortium provides me with the ability to coordinate such an exciting and special
program.
CURE program has impacted and will continue to impact our institutions based on our culture of
collaboration and the process which empowers leadership in others. I want to end with a quote
of Helen Keller which I believe reflects CURE’s consortium and our accomplishments: "Alone
we can do so little; together we can do so much." I am looking forward to our CURE consortium
“doing much” in this last year of the program.
Sofer, R (upcoming): Leadership Strategies for Successful Project Implementation. International
Periodical Journal Education (2020)
Sofer, R. (2015). Tips for Coordinating an International Curriculum Reform Program for Higher
Education. Development of an international Model for Curriculum Reform in Multicultural
Education and Cultural Diversity Training, DOIT. http://tempus-doit.sapir.ac.il/
p l u g i n f i l e . p h p / 1 9 8 7 / m o d _ r e s o u r ce / co n te n t / 1 / D O I T % 2 0 p r o m o t i n g % 2 0 i n te rcultural%20relations%20on%20campus.pdf
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Special Mobility Strand
Linz -University of Education Upper Austria ( PHOO) 10-17/12/17
Maka Murvanidze, AssistantProfessor Samtskhe-Javakheti
State University
I w o u l d l i ke t o p r e s e n t m y
reflections on the organized
program, which was held in The
University of Education in Upper
Austria (PH OÖ). Many thanks to
Roswitha Stutz, Catherine CarreKarlinger, Claudia Fahrenwald and
the entire staﬀ for a wonderful
atmosphere, well-organized and
planned training and the sharing
of the European experience with
other CURE members from other
countries in Israel and Georgia.
They have done a marvelous job in
selecting and reviewing concepts
and methods in the field of Civic Education to the CURE participants.
First words which come into my mind according to Civic Education are: “Democracy as a way of our
life. We were introduced with the pedagogy of Community Based Learning (CBL) as well as other
engaged approaches to teaching and learning such as Problem/Project Based Learning, Social
Learning and more. Through these pedagogical methods, we learned how we can promote active
learning which nurtures active citizenship and Democracy in our teaching and activities.
Second association which comes in my mind is the project Nightingale – “Knowledge is not a
package to put on the back, it is a skill which is developable”. Volunteerism is the new concept in
Georgian reality; however, we will try to implement this approach first on the basic level.
Third, I will remember John Dewey’s words: “School is an embryonic society”. Community Based
learning methods will help us to build the bridge between universities, schools and communities.
I will never forget Memorial Mauthausen and its role in the field of education. ”Everyone should see
this place not to forget, that we are HUMAN BEINGS”. This visit gave us an idea to look at a
museum as a tool of pedagogy for future generations.
“School of Disobedience “gave me the new vision of “disobedience” as a new tool of democracy
and an attitude towards freedom. I will try to teach my students how to express their opinions and
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use “Political correctness” in everyday life. Sharing experience of working with migrated society and
inclusive children gave us the broad education in this field.
In conclusion, I would like to thanks again everybody who is in charge of planning such a great
program - CURE.
PHD Student Nino Chikovani,
Teacher at TSU
I would like to start a letter with
expressing my gratitude to the
project coordinators and organizers
for giving me an opportunity to
take part in all the events that were
taking place during our stay in
Austria. I have much to say, but will
try to be brief. The sessions and
workshops were extremely
significant for our professional
growth. There were sessions on
contemporar y
teaching
methodology such as community
based learning which covered the
topics like civic education, project
based learning, multicultural and
multilingual education, inclusive education, etc. Though I always tried to follow up the pace of the
challenges and demands to the modern teacher, the information shared with us was perceived and
realized from a diﬀerent angle that I hadn’t experienced so far. Consequently, it made me rethink of
the approaches used by me in the classroom focusing more on my students’ future study outcomes.
One of the most significant sessions was about inclusive education and a vivid emphasis on how
much the country does to raise civic awareness of the importance of this issue starting everything
with perfectly elaborated curricula, where a major focus is made on helping the children with special
educational needs to adapt to the normal lifestyle and the society around them.

We became acquainted with the Austrian education system and had a possibility to make a
comparative analysis between our local analogues and others distinguishing strengths and
weaknesses of each of them. In terms of the project we visited one of the special schools which held
hundreds of emigrant children of diverse nationalities studying within the same classrooms. It was
really impressive for me to realize that the school was working hard to generate and develop civic
awareness in the students showing and teaching democratic values of the European society. We
conducted interviews with the pupils and saw how eager they were to succeed in their new habitat
despite the fact that they were considered to be refugees from almost around the whole world.
We had an opportunity to see some other social links which were involved in the successful
implementation of the project. There was a NGO, which helped the university students to do the
public service and simultaneously get extra university credits for it. Another institution that we
4

Second edition

"This project has been funded
with support from the European
Commission. This publication
[communication] reflects the
views only of the author, and
the Commission cannot be held
responsible for any use which
may be made of the information
contained therein"

Number 2
April 2019

visited was Linz City Hall. Having a conversation with the mayor we could understand how much
the government is involved in it.
One of the most impressive days in the agenda was visiting Mauthausen concentration camp. The
impression gained from there is impossible to express by word of mouth since we had to face the
reality of those times’ evil and injustice. The most emotional of all was the number of people’s names
sacrificed to that regime amongst whom there were a lot of Georgians as well. It is impossible not to
mention the guide’s professionalism and dedication to his job to embody and depict the scenes of
the fierce facts from the past. It was an unforgettable tour of our recent history.
I would also like to make an emphasis on the professional team that made me feel more confident
and secure with the information I was acquiring from them. In the framework of the project based
learning session, we had an opportunity to meet the university students who conducted research and
prepared short films that were one of the best examples of using the theoretical knowledge in
practice.
Overall, I would conclude that the information gained from the project was a valuable asset to our
professional practice that can be discussed and implemented in our local context and interests on
the basis of discussions and assumptions.
My Testimony Regarding SMS Mobility in Linz (Austria) Elguja Deisadze, KU
Before taking part in the SMS training workshops in Linz, I carefully read the training program
designed by our host/partner institution – The University of Education in Upper Austria (PH OÖ). I
learned about the Georgian-Austrian relations which have been very active in the fields of education,
science and culture in recent years. My aim was just to be prepared for the upcoming training
workshops and collect more and more information about the new teaching/learning concepts which
were indicated in the training module “Promoting Civic Education through Community Based
Learning”. However, as they say, it’s better to see or experience once than to hear or read a hundred
times”- the same thing happened to me in Austria where our host university managed to exceed my
expectations.
First of all, I’d like to express my deepest gratitude and appreciation to the organizers of these SMS
training workshops for their hospitality and eﬀorts in conducting very informative, very well. The
training program was structured in such a way that oﬀsite and onsite (in PH OÖ) trainings were well
mixed and balanced in order to fully meet the concrete objectives of our CURE project.
Furthermore, the visits of the sites (the excursions to the local NGO, Linz schools, the “School of
Disobedience”, the Concentration Camp “Mauthausen”) were well planned and organized in the
context of Democracy Education and interesting discussions that helped me to deepen insight into
the essence of the phenomenon – “The Culture of Democracy” that varies from country to country.
I must admit that there is nothing more important and valuable for a Nation than the Culture of
Democracy that cannot be directly copied, but can be perceived and learned from so called “Good
Practice” of other countries.

5

Second edition

"This project has been funded
with support from the European
Commission. This publication
[communication] reflects the
views only of the author, and
the Commission cannot be held
responsible for any use which
may be made of the information
contained therein"

Number 2
April 2019

One of the good practices that inspired me was “The School of Disobedience by Gerhard Haderer”.

Brief Description of the School of Disobedience.
It is philosophical, political humanistic think tank that aims to inspire individual ideas to social and
political topics, to put disobedience in a positive setting and to have fun (satire) with other people.
Haderer’s work builds the core of the school. In his cartoons, comics and paintings he masterly
compresses complex social relations and make them understandable to a broad public though means
of humour.
By the way, we had the opportunity to see many of his ridiculous cartoon paintings, such as: “The
Haircut of Donald Trump and Kim Jong Un”, “Legalization of Marihuana”, “Jesus in Vatican”, “The
Attack on Hitler”, etc. Theses cartoon pictures (I took of photos of them) are very good materials
for “Forum Theater Method” we are going to use in CURE pilot courses.
“The School of Disobedience” is not what is meant when speaking of a regular “school”. It is more
an idea rather than a place. It aims to turn the table and participate in our society by constructive
disobedience. People from all walks of life are invited to an interesting, casual and humorous
exchange that is supported by speeches, talks, exhibitions, readings, workshops and activities in
public space.
The school of disobedience wants to link like-minded people, bring together their thoughts, ideas
and impulses and create the opportunity to implement projects in a delightful manner in places,
where they are necessary and reasonable.

I think “The School of Disobedience” is a good joint platform that can be successfully applied
through the Centers for Social and Civic Involvement which were recently established at Georgian
partner universities in the framework of CURE project. This platform will enable the centers from
time to time to coordinate their social and civic activities through joint students’ projects and make
the broader positive impact on society.
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Reflection of SMS in Krakow
Nino Chiabrishvili, Associate Professor at ISU
I have decided to write my feedback on thy SMS in Krakow according two aspects: 1) Content
(what?) 2) Organization (How?)
Content (what?) – I think the most
important challenge in modern
information age is the selection of
relevant pieces of new knowledge.
Education is like fishing, everyone
needs his/her own bait. We all tasted
our diﬀerent baits. From this point
of view, meetings were planned in
the best possible way.
I never thought about the public
sphere as a way to build democracy
and this was the first discovery of
new knowledge for me. Public
opinion develops independently
from political space, but it
influences politics. Public sphere is a
space where public opinion develops and there are no real feelings of freedom without public
space. In this process, social imaginary plays an important role as it represents a broad
understanding of the way a given group of people imagine their collective social life.
It was said, that we can use game theory as a way to create new public space. Game method is very
important in delivering new knowledge and developing new attitudes since during the game
everyone becomes authentic. In discussions about common problems, we have to forget our family,
free ourselves from power and our political past (Charles Taylor). The impression “you are right,
but…” is unacceptable for public space. It’s better to use “I agree with you and…” in discussions.
You can understand a man if you play with him during one hour, instead of talking to him during
one year.
How symbols can strengthen group and teamworking skills was an amazing session on game theory
in practice. City game was another good example of having fun with teaching/learning.
I re-realized the role of student councils in creating public spaces. A pillar of education based on
student council method is to prepare young people to independence and social activity.
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The use of Verbatim method was an unforgettable experience oﬀered by our colleagues. It was a
great and very pleasant discovery for me that we all have very similar feelings, similar values, similar
beliefs…
When we decided to try any new idea about public space the most important attitude is trust:
trust people, trust process, trust yourself (Tomer Ben Hamo). When I complained to Tomer that in
Georgia it is very hard to convince people to come, he answered that everything depends, “Who is
the caller? and How tasty is the meeting?”
Creating public spaces is an endless endeavor. It is connected with many diﬃculties and
possibilities, but if we try hard and “plan for people and places, we get people and places”.
Organization (How?) – Trainers oﬀered us precisely organized small 'segments' of new
knowledge. I think this workshop was a good example of 'doing more with less'.
Te o n a Z h u z h u n a d z e , P H D
Student, PR specialist at SJSU
There are trainings and workshops
which stay in our minds forever, for
weeks, months and even years and
not only because we enjoyed them
or had a great time, but because we
learned new ideas, got new
information, we developed and at
the end met new friends. For me
everything new which is positive and
good is welcomed :). I would like to
say that SMS in Krakow, Poland was
the best in my life. I was deeply
impressed with the work CURE
team does and at the same time
happy that I was given an
opportunity to join this big “Family”.
Attending the workshop with so many diﬀerent and unknown people together is always connected
with some challenges but I think the Polish group managed to do it excellently. During those eight
days we, worked and lived together as a family doing one very great and interesting job – serving
CURE which in its turn serves the greatest mission – developing curriculum and introducing civic
education in Georgian HEIs and not only. I perceive civic activism as something that can be
achieved when people realize that they belong to each other and to their community in the longer
perspective. We need this feeling of closeness. And I think that SMS in Krakow managed to show
us this. I would like to thank everyone who gave me this opportunity to participate in this mobility
strand, Polish team and all my friends, of course.
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In-Service Professional Teacher Training
Evaluation
Kutaisi University Training of Trainers (TOT)
conducted in Tbilisi on Feb 16-17, 2018 before starting Inservice Teacher Trainings in the target area (Zugdidi and
Imereti region).
This CURE’s training session on Education for Democratic
Citizenship impacted Kutaisi University in the following
way:
• Four members of Kutaisi CURE team participated in the
TOT trainings.’
• Kutaisi University (KU) trained 119 In-service teachers of
public high schools in 2018

#

Name of the Public School

Date

1 №9 public high scool in Zugdidi
2
3
4
5
6
Total

Public high school of Village Tsitelkhevi
(Bagdati Municipality)
№ 1 Public High school of Vani
(Vani Municipality)
Public high school of Village Maghlaki
(Tskaltubo Municipality)
Public high school of Village
Nakhshirghele
(Terjola Municipality)
№ 1 Public High school of Geguti village
(Tskaltubo Municipality)

13-14
April, 2018
26-27
April, 2018
15-16 May,
2018
6 -7 June,
2018

No. of In-service
teachers trained
23
17
21
23

13-14 June,
2018

16

26-27 June,
2018

19

119
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“Curriculum Reform for Promoting Civic
Education and Democratic Batumi visit –
an experience of progressing CURE ideas
Urve Läänemets, Jaan Tõnissoni Instituut (Estonia)
The goal of any project is to develop and implement new ideas, which could improve something in
our rapidly changing and increasingly unbalanced world. We visited Batumi University between
December 01 - 06 2018 with the aim to evaluate the CURE project developments and observe both
students’ activities as well as implementation of new university courses.
We had a chance to see the established Civic Involvement Center, meet the project team members,
observe a lecture and students’ activities and also discuss the bilateral needs, expectations and
agenda concerning the project "Curriculum Reform for Promotion Civic Education and
Democratic Principles in Israel and Georgia".
The center provides space for student meetings and activities for smaller groups, but they expect to
improve their environments next autumn when new university premises will be opened.
We also observed one learning activity/seminar on Human Rights with future primary school
teachers organized by Madona Mikeladze and discussed it with students and the teacher. The
students were really active and asked most relevant questions using good English. They also oﬀered
commentaries, relating HR to their everyday social phenomena. The lecture Ms Mikeladze is a
really good professional using all ICT and other methods for organizing learning in the most
meaningful way.
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The discussion on the students’ debating club was really interesting. The dispute was held on the
topic of safety of miners considering their HR which could lead to closing down mining enterprises,
if situation would not be improved. The members from both teams gave their arguments, final
speakers summed up the team’s positions, the jury took the final decision. The students
demonstrated their new skills of debating by following the rules and strongly proving their positions
taken. There was the audience of students, listening to the dispute, and who actively participated in
the following discussion about the activities and the meaning of the CURE project on them
individually, at the groups’ level and at the level of university as an organization. Everbody agreed
that the project activities are really meaningful for them and these experiences will help them in
their diﬀerent future careers. The university can find skillful and motivated students, the good
image of the university grows. And last, but not least, the generation is growing up, who is able to
be good citizens, able to discuss and negotiate, cooperate and take informed decisions. Their skills
of English and ICT have considerably improved and become part of everyday practice.
I feel that the project at Batumi University is a success as there are 3 course syllabi developed and
implemented into pre- and in-service teacher training. They have also used the experience of Polish
and Estonian colleagues and gained a lot of new competencies from diﬀerent project partners. The
impact of the project is undoubtedly positive considering both improvement of learning
environments and professional development of the staﬀ implementing new curricula and
contributing to the collectively developed study aid for HEI in Georgia and Israel. We
recommended to widen active communication with using English at students' level, which would
enable to establish wider networks with students from universities within CURE project and
beyond for sustainability of the project.
Our sincerest
thanks go to
the CURE
staff at the
Batumi Shota
Rusta veli
S t a t e
University,
Meeting at the
Rector's oﬃce
hosted
by
Tamar Siradze Vi c e Re c t o r
(fourth from
right).
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SMS training program at Jagiellonian
University in Cracow
Our workshops took place in September 2017 and in November 2018. We hosted our friends from
Georgia and Israel, trying to give them some of our knowledge and methods of work.

Workshops concerned the following topics:
1. public sphere- on this workshop we discussed about understanding this concept of public
sphere and the role of citizens in it. We discussed many concept ex. Hannah Arendt, Jürgen
Habermas, Jeﬀrey Alexander, and Charles Taylor to understand what public sphere actually
is. We were also focus on the connection between public sphere and civic education.
2. verbatim method- is usually used in a professional documentary theater, to build a
scenario based on authentic interviews conducted by the creators with prototypes of
theatrical characters. In the case of SMS workshops, the verbatim method was an attempt to
tell events from the participants' life, but from their own perspective, in the first person.
SMS participants got into pairs, told stories on a given topic, and then told these stories to
the rest of the group in the same way as if they happened to them.
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3. public space – on this workshop we was trying to answer the question how we can project
a friendly public space in universities and in community. The goal was to create a place that
has both a strong sense of community and a comfortable image, as well as a setting and
activities and uses that collectively add up to something more than the sum of its often
simple parts.
4. student council method- in
these workshops we were
focused on possibility to build
student council in schools and
universities . The goal was to
understand that very important
issue in this method is
appropriate prepare schools/
universities and a teachers to
using student council method as
well as gave the student
opportunity to be active and
taken responsibility for the
school/university.
5. games and gamification – in
this workshop we were focused
on the attempt to answer the
question “how to build the
public sphere by games”. We
tried to use specific tools for
example game "Tower or Power"
and metaphorical cards Dixit to
see how by them we can teach
teamwork, solve social problems
and reconcile meanings.

For us as a team it was above all an opportunity to make new intercultural contacts and exchange
experiences. In their course we had a chance to hold many discussions on solutions in the field of
civic education. These workshops were also a chance to talk about similarities and diﬀerences in
terms of forms and methods of civic education in individual countries, and at the same time an
opportunity to agree on common definitions, concepts and their meanings.
Members of the JU team
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SJSU- Event for CURE Newsletter
In September two members from the Faculty of Education, Humanities and Social Sciences of
Samtskhe-Javakheti State University – Assistant Professor Maka Murvanidze and a Teacher Teona
Zhuzhunadze took part in the Special Mobility Strand in Krakow, Poland in the framework of
Erasmus+ funded project CURE (Multi-faced prorgam for curricular reform that aims to improve
the level of curriculum for Civic Education and Principles of Democracy in teacher-training
programs in Israel and in Georgia).
After the mobility the participants of SMS organized a big meeting in their home institution in
order to introduce the methods and activities they acquired in Poland. The meeting was attended by
the members of the faculty and administration.
Maka and Teona made a short presentation about their experience and more specifically about the
teaching methods they had learnt in Krakow. It was a verbatim method and gamification - teaching
by integrating some traditional game playing elements in it. The presentation covered the issues of
creating public spaces and students’ council within the university and in the community of
Akhaltsikhe.
A short presentation was followed by the
discussion on how the university can adopt
the methods and integrate it in the
curriculum so that students could
understand the aim of civic education
especially those who study on teachertraining programs. Also, the audience
discussed the issues of creating public
spaces, especially at the universities.
Prof. Tina Gelashvili, an institutional
coordinator of the project spoke about
establishing of civic engagement center at
Samtskhe-Javakheti State University which
will be in charge of diﬀerent activities intended raising the civic engagement and deepening civic
education within the university and in the society. The future activities had been planned at the end
of the meeting.
The following are the links of the oﬃcial Facebook page of the university and web-page where
people can find information about the meeting.
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Facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?
story_fbid=871860542962436&id=357629064385589
Samtskhe-Javakheti State University oﬃcial web-page - http://sjuni.edu.ge/index.php/ge/
commonnews?start=30
SMS was also covered by the University newspaper – Meskhetis University http://
sjuni.edu.ge/images/nino/Mesxetis%20universiteti-17-N8.pdf

On the 22nd of December 2017, in Samtskhe-Javakheti State University, in the Scientific Library was
held the presentation of the project (EU-ERASMUS+CURE-Curriculum Reform for Promoting
Civic Education and Democratic Principles in Israel and Georgia, which is funded by the EU. First
Special Mobility Strand was in Krakow (Poland) and the second one at University of Education
Upper Austria (Linc). Samtskhe-Javakheti State University team was participating in both of them.
The presentation was held by the Institutional Manager of EU-ERASMUS Projects, by Professor
Tina Gelashvili and Assistant-Professor of Samtskhe-Lavakheti State University Maka Murvanidze.
The presentation was held for academic professors and invited lecturers, administration staﬀ and
students.
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Professor Gelashvili spoke about the importance of the project for their University and the future
goals which should be done through the project overall. It includes sharing new teaching/training
methods/approaches and good practices of EU Higher Educational Institutions, preparing new and
innovative courses for the University Curriculum Development, establishment of Civic Center,
where will be held trainings as for University administration and academic staﬀ, for school teachers
as well. Many activities will be done for students. They will actively take part and be in the center of
the project.
Assistant-Professor Murvanidze familiarized colleagues and students with the experience, which
they gained at University of Education Upper Austria. (Promoting Civic Education through
Community Based Learning).She spoke about the topics which were introduced by European
colleagues, such as: pedagogy of Community Based Learning for promoting Active Citizenship and
Civic Engagement, empirical studies on the implementation of civic education and civic engagement
in schools.
Also Samtskhe-Javakheti State University staﬀ and students have been introduced with the topics
related to a multiple view on diversity and the role of school in the field of Civic Education. At the
end of the presentation attendees were informed about the theoretical approaches of civic education
and civic engagement education through the examples of the activities which were held in Receiving
Higher Institution.
It has been mentioned that this project and all above planned activities will help Samtskhe-Javakheti
State University in developing new and broader approaches and methods according to civic
education, improves the role of university in our region, helps in future accreditation process and
creates life-long partnership between EU Higher Educational Institutions.
The information about Special Mobility Strand University of Upper Austria was published in local
newspaper of Samtskhe-Javakheti State University, which is called “Meskheti University”,
#11(247),December,2017.
The information was posted on university web-page, sjuni.edu.ge ( http://sjuni.edu.ge/index.php/ge/
news/ads-2?showall=&start=1), and on Facebook.
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The Making of a Community Place
World Café in the framework of the CURE
project- Semester B, 2018
Dr. Lina Boulos, Dr. Yaser Awad, Dr. Manal Yazbak-Abu Ahmad
In the framework of the CURE project, the students studied in the track of excellence in education
(Regev) (first, second, and third year) from all the tracks at Sakhnin College, social involvement
course, the making of a community place – one-point credit. The objectives of the course: expanding
the circles of students' involvement in social activity work within the college; motivating a public
dialogue event (world café) and local intervention in the neighborhood through the implementation
of the Place Making method, moving it on through providing the students with the proper tools
they can use in the classrooms.
Towards the end of the course (the peak days) the excellent students joined the pre-academic
preparatory program to tell the college story. The process included exposing the project to students
from pre-academic preparation, conducting interviews with the academic management, faculty
members and selected students from the college. After process of the information gathering, all the
students (the track of those who graduated and pre-academic preparatory courses) gathered at the
entrance to the college to create a college story board. The table contained information, illustrations
and paintings from the day it was founded (in 2002) to this day. In addition, the table included the
goals of the college, the motto of the college, areas of study, hobbies of the students, the perception
of faculty members of the college, students' wishes, and the spheres of influence of the college
graduates. Finally, the students determined that the candle for the college's vision was: Think Big Act
Small.
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Change and sustainability
Urve Läänemets, Jaan Tõnissoni Instituut (Estonia)
People in all times have aspired towards happy, safe and balanced life. They want to preserve the old
and valuable and at the same time invent something new and develop further in all fields of human
activities. However, people of the 21st century have become more observant about their diﬀerent
environments and noticed discrepancies between the desired change and potential sustainability.
One of the first things everybody has become aware of, is pollution of nature. Nobody likes polluted
with plastic beaches or rubbish in the streets, but we have to think and act diﬀerently, if we want to
preserve our beautiful blue planet for our children, grandchildren and generations following them.
Development of awareness about possible dangers is an issue for education - meaning education for
all- starting from kindergartens and ending up with retired people. To a large extent it means
comprehension of values- what are the environments - natural, cultural or social we really consider
important and worth preserving for future. People in almost all countries have started to protect
woods and forests and fight deforestation.
There is a campaign „ Let’s do it!“ started by Eva Truuverk in Estonia in 2008. It is a day in May
when people go out and collect illegal garbage, and take it to recycling centers. This movement has
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spread all over the world and in 2018, there were already 150 countries organizing the same cleaning
up activities. Today there is a Let’s Do It Foundation s- s a global civic movement with a mission to
connect and empower people and
organizations around the world for a clean
planet. Already 17M caring people have
joined the movement, cleaning up more
than 500 000 tons of garbage in over 100
countries, saving lives, improving health,
& reducing costs. The message is: Take
action now wherever you are! Through the
actions you take in your local community
you can make an impact, making the
world a cleaner and better place. Read
more: www.worldcleanupday.org/about.
The same idea is the message of the
CURE project. Actually we should think
about, why there is so much to be cleaned
up. Again - it is the issue of consumption.
We are not always very smart taking
decisions, what to buy or use, and what we
really need. We could be considerably
more rational and save the resources,
especially the non-renewable ones.
When developing study aids for Estonian
students, we have discussed the topic of
sustainability with scientists and they
r e co m m e n d e d to p a y a t te n t i o n to
diﬀerent types of pollution around us, and
namely- too much noise, too strong light,
too much fake news and information…
These pollute our minds. The lists could
be much longer, when thinking about
sustainability of culture- starting from natural and architectural landmarks and ending up with
traditions of folk songs, foods and crafts. They all are significant considering particular skills of
doing something. It means competencies of their particular kinds that deserve to be sustained as
common cultural heritage. And they are all diﬀerent in their cultural contexts developed at
particular times by our predecessors able to produce something new for their everyday life, making it
easier and more promising. If we want to be sustainable as people and ethnic groups with their
specific identities, but at the same time sharing common human values. We can be sustainable using
contributions made in diﬀerent times and by diﬀerent people sharing it as a valuable experience to
learn from. And we can also leave our innovations for generations to come as our heritage.
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Vake is More Than a Mere Teaching Method
Dr. Yaser Awad – Sakhnin College
Taking part at the CURE project, in Feb. 2018, I was trained together with Dr. Lina Boulos, Dr.
Manal Yazbak-Abu Ahmad (from Sakhnin College) including colleagues from Israel and Georgia, at
the University of Salzburg in Austria, on the promotion of civic education through the method of
Vake. Before attending, I wondered about how such training could contribute to my knowledge, how
it could provide me with new tools, and how much it was applicable to my classes and the college in
general. The atmosphere of studies, the professionalism of the lecturers in training (Jean-Luc and
Sieglinde), group learning, the nature of the learners and their level of motivation led to
paradigmatic change and provided answers to all my questions. The short theoretical presentation,
plain explanations and the use of many examples, made the learning process a multi-layered
experience shared by cognition, emotion, and behavior. The systematic process (flexible at the same
time) and the stages of Vake approach accompanied by examples, not only contributed to better
understanding but also challenged me to begin with the initial steps to adapt the steps to the nature
of the courses taught at the college. I have come to understand and internalize that the Vake method
is well constructed; theoretically and practically, and the main factor in the process is the instructor
himself, who is supposed to be the "facilitator" of the development of the dialogue and the building
of the necessary knowledge at various stages. Henceforth, I am planning to implement it in my
upcoming course "Analysis of empirical studies". After the course, I am going to present the topic,
including examples and insights from the course I have taught, to faculty members through the
"Staﬀ Seminar" meetings at the college.
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