
 

Public sphere in civic education 

summary 

 

 

The main assumption 

The environment in which a person can effectively fulfill the role of a citizen in a democratic society is 

the public sphere. 

But the public sphere in different societies is more or less developed. There are even societies that 

do not know it at all.  

As the result: 

Citizenship education in the context of the public sphere appeals to an understandable and 

accessible environment in which a person can  use what he has learned in a practical way. So the civic 

knowledge will be useful for him and he will consider it as such. 

But in the context without public sphere  educated man is suspended in a structural vacuum. Civic 

knowledge is not useful for him, and what he learned he can consider only as a beautiful utopian 

ideals. So education can even discourage him any civic action. 

 

What is public sphere? 

The public sphere is a special kind of structure that we compare with a common space in society.  

However ,the public sphere does not exist without individuals. On the contrary, it exists because 

individuals know about its existence and act within it.We call this knowledge social imaginary of the 

public sphere.  

The concept of imaginary refers not only to the public sphere but to all spheres in a given society. 

Social imaginary is a broad understanding of the way a given people imagine their collective social 

life. 

Thanks to it, people know that "they do that", so they can do it themselves. 

We call it imaginary but it is not a dream, it is a knowledge about what social world is and how it 

works.  

Social imaginary is not a clear, theoretical knowledge. People generally treat it as something obvious, 

self-explanatory, which does not require discussion. 

Social imaginary of the public sphere is a kind of the social imaginary.  

Because imaginary is not verbal it is difficult to describe it. However some sciences have already 

attempted to describe the imaginary of the public sphere. Charles Taylor’ description was one of the 

most interesting. 



Taylor lists three main features of the imaginary of the public sphere: (1) it is a common social space, 

(2) where a rational discussion on public matters takes place. (3) Itis free from political power, but 

political power should count on public opinion produced in it. 

Social imaginary of the public sphere is the background for activities that are being undertaken in this 

sphere. In its context, activities are planned and their meaning is rooted in it. 

 

Civic education and the public sphere 

In the light of what was said, the aim of civic education should be not only to teach such individual 

characteristics as responsibility or tolerance or critical thinking, but also to create the image of the 

public sphere as something that can be real. 

In certain situations, it is necessary to construct such a sphere in micro scale with the participation of 

students. 

As writes Charles Taylor: 

Building a new public sphere “has  to be  something more than just the application of a  theory,  

because people have to come to be able to act in concert with others, which means they have to 

develop common background understandings and cultivate  a common imaginary around recognized  

symbols and rhetoric. Even where the theory is  widely known, and realizing it seems to be aspired 

to, peoples can fail to enact it, because the modes of common action it requires are still too foreign  

to them to bring off.”  

(Charles Taylor, Modernity and the Rise of the Public Sphere, The Tanner Lectures on Human Values, 

Delivered at Stanford University February 25, 1992, page 243. 
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